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Today’s presentation 

• What’s a sustainable procurement policy 
and why does it matter? 
 

• Creating a sustainable procurement policy 

• Implementing your sustainable 
procurement policy 



Sustainable Procurement 
 
Sustainable Procurement Definition 
 
Meet the needs for goods and services in a way that achieves value for the 
money and generates benefits not only for the organization but also to 
society and the economy, while minimizing damage to the 
environment. 
 
--adapted from United Nations (UNDP, UNEP)  
 
 
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing 
 
Environmentally preferable purchasing is an effort to purchase products and 
services with a reduced negative impact on the environment and human 
health. In addition to improved environmental performance, many 
environmentally preferable products work as well or better than traditional 
products and can be more cost effective. 
 
--- Source: Responsible Purchasing Network 
 



Procurement and Market Impact 
• Federal, state and local procurement is 
over 20% of the GNP! 
• Governmental, institutional, and business 
procurement can drive the market toward 
greener products, helping to improve public 
and environmental health, and save money 
in the long run.  

•Institutions like hospitals, universities and 
schools also have tremendous market 
impact because of their size and purchasing 
power. 



Purchasing Power of Cities 



Why Non-Toxic Procurement?  
We are all exposed 



  Asthma:  
  1 in 12 Americans 
 
 
 

   Asthma:  
   1 in 12 Americans 

   Thyroid  
   cancer:  

3.6% increase  
every year between 
1974 and 2013 

Childhood 
leukemia:  
55% increase 
between 1975 and 
2010  

 

Breast cancer:  
Increased 0.4% per year for 
the last 5 years  

Developmental 
disabilities:  
17% Increase over the last 
10 year 

Diseases linked to environmental 
exposures are on the rise*   
 

*Slide used courtesy of Health Care Without Harm  



EPP Benefits: Cost Savings 
 
Some examples of cost savings opportunities 
include reduced: 

○ hazardous management costs through the 
use of less toxic products 

○ operational costs through energy savings 
from more efficient equipment 

○ disposal costs of hazardous and solid waste 
○ repair and replacement costs when using 

more durable and repairable equipment 
○ employee safety and health concerns 
○ material and energy consumption 

 

 



Key Sustainable Procurement Considerations 

Energy 
conservation, 
renewable energy, 
climate 
  
  

Safer chemicals 
and materials, 
protecting human 
health 

Product durability, 
reusability 

Protecting water, 
air, ecosystems, 
and biodiversity
  
  

Waste reduction,  
recycling, & zero 
waste   
  

Safe 
manufacturing 
conditions and 
union jobs with 
good salary and 
benefits  
   



Creating an EPP 

Organizations that can help: 
• State and Local government: Ecology Center 

& Safer States 
• Health Care: Health Care Without Harm and 

Practice Greenhealth 
• All: Responsible Purchasing Network 
• All: Sustainable Purchasing Leadership 

Council 



Sustainable Procurement  
Policies Roadmap 

http://bit.ly/roadmap-epp 

http://bit.ly/roadmap-epp


Sustainable Procurement Roadmap 

Step 1: Foundation Building 
Step 2: Creating an EPP 
Step 3: Implementing an EPP 
Step 4: Training, Goal Setting 
and Measuring Impact 



Creating an EPP 

Resources Available 
- Model Purchasing 

Guides and Toolkits for 
Policy creation 

- Model City and State 
Policies 

- Webinars on Model 
Policies 



Implementing an EPP 
Resources Available 
- Procurement Guides 

and Specifications 
o Building Products, 

flooring, and more. 
o Childcare 
o Cleaning Products 
o Electronics 
o Food Service 
o Furniture 
o Pest management 
o Product Packaging  
- Sources for multiple 

specs. 
 

 
 



BuildingClean.org 



HomeFree – Healthy Building Network 



2018 Furniture Guide: NASPO  
Products that meet the Healthier Hospitals safer chemicals criteria 



What’s Next?  

- Technical Assistance in Policy Development and 
Implementation for local and state governments 

 * On the ground help in several states 
- Ongoing updates and improvements to the Roadmap 
- Metrics and goals development for  non-toxic EPPs 
- Interactive training module on implementing an EPP 

coming Summer 2020  



THANK YOU! 
 
Contact:  
Rebecca Meuninck 
734-369-9278 
Rebecca@ecocenter.org 
 

 

https://www.ecocenter.org/sustainable-procurement-policies-roadmap 

mailto:Rebecca@ecocenter.org
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